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May 10 proved to be a
fun-filled evening of /g
entertainment and
games at The Pride =
Center’s Clubfest event.
Over 150 people
showed to help raise
over $3,000 for The
Pride Center’s

OperathnS « Continued on page 3.

Promote the Vote

The Pride Center is
pleased to announce
that it has joined with
LGBTI community
centers nationwide to
Promote the Vote, a
nonpartisan outreach
project that aims to
create a visible voting
constituency for the
LGBTI community.
Promote the Vote
offers our people the
opportunity to
impact the electoral
process and enhance
the advocacy and
organizing capacity
of LGBTI centers and
service organizations
both locally and
nationally.

Continued on page 5.

promote
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The whole point of being
gay was the challenge it
presented. Either you
were comfortable
enough with your identi-
ty to take it out into the
world, or you were living
a lie. Set an example of
confronting prejudice
instead of hiding behind

a private life.
—Harvey Milk

1978: Harvey Milk, gay
San Francisco city super-
visor and “Mayor of
Castro Street,” and
Mayor George Moscone
were murdered in City
Hall by former city
supervisor Dan White.

When Milk died on
November 27, 1978, San
Francisco had become
the unquestioned gay
capital of the United
States and the Castro, its
Main Street. Milk, twice-
elected city supervisor, a
tireless organizer, and
coalition-builder, played
a pivotal role in this
transformation. During
his several campaigns for
the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors (the city
council), Milk forged
political alliances with
conservative unions like
the teamsters, gained
broad support for gay
rights legislation and
worked hard to defeat
anti-gay measures such
as the Briggs Initiative,
which would have
barred gay men and
lesbians from teaching

in California

public schools.
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news & i

from the

NJ Pride Celebration

Neither rain nor wind could keep us from
Asbury Park for Jersey Pride’s 12th Pride
Celebration on Junel! Organized annually
to help promote tolerance and to further
efforts to win legal rights for gay couples, the
Pride Celebration draws a diverse crowd,
from teenagers to senior citizens, and fea-
tures a parade, musical performances, and
hundreds of vendors. While past crowds
have reached nearly 12,000 people, the poor
weather conditions this year kept the crowd
at around 3,000. Despite the weather, it was
a bustling and entertaining day, with nation-
ally renowned comedian Suzanne Westen-
hoffer and hit recording artist Sophie B.
Hawkins taking the stage at Asbury, and
numerous visitors to our PCN]J table. Many
thanks to our intrepid Volunteer Coordina-
tor, Mark Spezzafaro, who led our efforts
here, and our volunteers Wendy & Wendy,
Ducki, Lorraine, Darren, Arthur, and Kathy,
who braved the elements, discovered further
uses for duct tape and tarps, and really
earned their Pride stripes!

The Pride Center of
New Jersey, Inc.
Serving New Jersey's Gay, Lesbian,

Bisexual and Transgendered Community.
A 501(c)3 Tax-Exempt Not-for-Profit Corporation.

Mission Statement

The Pride Center of New Jersey provides a “safe space” for gay men, les-
bians, bisexuals and transgenders (GLBT) where programs, services and
education are provided to the GLBT community in order to empower indi-
viduals to accept their gender and sexual identity, as well as increase
public awareness and lessen prejudice through education and outreach.

The Pride Center News is a free quarterly publication.-

ADVERTISING RATES: A business card ad is $20 per issue. Ad rates are
determined by how many “business card spaces” (3.5” x 2") an ad
takes up on one letter-size page and is multiplied by $20. A ful-page ad
(10 “business card spaces”) is $200.
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Coffee Talk

For those of you who haven’t yet heard,
Womyn’s Coffee House (WCH) will be hand-
ed over to its second generation starting this
fall. The five coordinators who inaugurated
the monthly social event—Mary Beth Hol-
man, Wendy Cioffi, Lorraine Pohorley, Anita
Whelan, and Peggy Baker—have retired
from four diligent years of nourishing the
Center. WCH has been steadily bringing
sundry entertainers and speakers to us every
first Saturday of the month at 7:30pMm.
Featured guests have included Nicole
D’Angelo, Third Law of Motion, Jen Corliss,
Marilyn Galfyn, Charlene Levy, Jam and
Eggs, and Kathy Cummings, who distin-
guished themselves as singers, musicians,
comedians, and therapists. In addition to the
gamut of entertainers, WCH has also organ-
ized bingo, karaoke, a summer picnic, a bas-
ketball game, and dancing at The Den.

“The purpose is to attract more women to
the Center and make them aware of the vari-
ous support groups geared toward women,
such as Center Women’s Group, Women’s
AA, and NJBIWomen,” says Lorraine Pohor-
ley, who started as shift volunteer in July
1999 and takes tremendous pleasure in help-
ing people.

Indeed, we have seen women’s presence at
the Center progressively increase, engender-
ing new groups such as African Asian Latina
Lesbians United and Republican Lesbians.
So hats off to Mary Beth, Wendy, Lorraine,
Anita, and Peggy of the Womyn’s Coffee
House for their spirit and dedication!

The Pride Center welcomes Jennifer
Horsey as the new Women’s Coffee House
Chair. To join the Coffee House Committee,
contact Jennifer c/o PCN]J, or attend the
Center Women’s Group which meets 2nd &
4th Wednesdays at 7:30 PMm. Coffee Houses
will resume in September.



We Left Humming...

Spring was concert time for PCN]J! On April 26, the New
Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus delighted us with songs from
its recent Sing for the Cure concert and other favorites.
Be sure to visit the chorus’s website (www.njgmc.org)
soon to learn about the upcoming 2003-2004 season. In
June, we enjoyed the sweet harmonies of Olympia’s
Daughters, hosted by the Unitarian Universalistic
Church of New Brunswick. The spiritual a cappella
choir’s latest recording, Big Ovaries, (yep!) will soon be
available for purchase. For more information, visit
www.geocities.com/olympiasdaughters. Many thanks
to these talented choirs and the PCN]J event volunteers
for making these special evenings possible.

Clubfest 2003

Special thanks go out to the following for a smashing
night of fun and entertainment at The Pride Center’s
Clubfest event held on May 10:

Jett Zirpolo, owner of The Club at Woodbridge, whose
beautiful facility and generosity make ClubFest possible!
(And many thanks to your kind and helpful staff!)

The Volunteers (here, there and behind the scenes):
Allison, Nancy, Julie, Mark S., Diane, Harold, Billy C.
(our hottest 50/50 seller!), Donna, Ann, Jan, Chet,
Wendy, Winston, Roberta, Jules (our dessert impresa-
rio!), Lorraine, Mark T., Sally, Greg, Jeff N., Dot Z.,
Darren, Sue, and Dennis McGrath.

The Contributors: Robert’s Florist, Jordan Gifts,
George Street Playhouse, Chesterfield Chocolates,
Denny’s in East Brunswick, Wanda Molina, Joe Perry,
Tim Healey, Anne Volz, Ray Johnson, Joanne (with
much love from Laura), and Norma.

The Talent: Josh Zuckerman, Third Law of Motion
(Stephanie Monticello & Denise DePresca), Music by
Nicole, Miss Gay New Jersey.

The Event Coordinator Extraordinaire: Laura
Fragapane.

The Guests: All 150 of you who turned out for a great
night of fun. You helped us to raise $3,000 to support
our operations at PCN]J. Thank you!

October New Jersey Ride for AIDS

The second annual New Jersey Ride for AIDS, a three-day,
250-mile bicycle ride traveling the length of New Jersey,
will be held Friday, October 3, through Sunday, October
5,2003. The journey will begin in High Point and end in
Cape May. The purpose of the ride is to raise money to
assist people in New Jersey living with HIV and AIDS.
(continued on next page)
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One of the extraordinary features of this event is that
100% of the pledge donations raised by the riders and
crew will go directly to New Jersey charities. Organizers
of the Ride hope to raise over $150,000 during this
year’s event, with 100 riders and 100 crew participating.
Last year’s ride raised over $20,000, with 12 riders and
50 crew members. It was an incredible experience for all.
Expenses for the ride will again be covered through cor-
porate and private sponsorships and participant regis-
tration fees. Last year’s beneficiaries were The Center in
Asbury Park, Asbury Park; South Jersey AIDS Alliance,
Atlantic City; Eric Johnson House, Morristown; New
Jersey Women and AIDS Network, New Brunswick; and
The NAMES Project Foundation, Central New Jersey
Chapter, New Brunswick. All are expected to benefit
from this year’s effort, as are several other organizations
under consideration.

The ride is actively recruiting riders, volunteers, and
sponsors. For further information, contact Pat Sherman,
the project’s Executive Director, at 732-988-6593 or
visit www.njrideforaids.org.

=hink

After six years of voluntarily hosting and maintaining
our website, Darren Nye is set to retire. All of us at PCN]J
are indebted to Darren for his tremendous work and
commitment over these many years, and we wish him the
very best. We are now seeking a new Webmaster. If you
have website design/maintenance experience and are
interested in learning more about the position, well, we’d
like to talk to you. Please send your inquiries and resume
to wendall@comcast.net and njrj@aol.com. Tell us about
your experience and include samples of your work.

PCNJ Fall Picnic is Back!

Save the date of Sunday, October 12, for The Pride
Center’s second Annual Picnic, to be held on the Rutgers
horticultural grounds. A fun event for adults and kids!
More details to come in our next newsletter. Stay tuned.

Pride Center Wish List

The Pride Center is in need of the following: a laptop
computer, a CPU (Pentium II or newer model), office
supplies, small file cabinets, paper plates and other
kitchen supplies, coffee, tea bags, tent for tabling, table
cloths, photocopy machine, folding tables and chairs,
copy paper, soft drinks, storage tubs, and coolers. Your
donations are greatly appreciated! Please contact Ellen
at The Pride Center to make a donation of goods.




Advertise Your Business in the
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for just $20 per issue. Send in your business card and check
today! Our newsletter circulates to over 1,600 people in the
New Jersey tristate region, so ads get noticed!

If you would like to submit editorial articles, news and events
listings, or paid advertising for the Fall 2003 Issue, the
deadline for submissions is September 1, 2003.
Contact rwd65@optonline.net for more information.

Check us out online at
www.pridecenter.org
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The Pride Center wants to make the newsletter a
more pleasurable reading experience for our
community. Please email your comments to:
info@pridecenter.org.
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Promote the Vote

Continued from page 1. Elections provide our organiza-
tions with the possibility to make change both within our
own communities and in the broader communities we
participate in. We must be proactive, use local and
national elections to vote out bigots, and vote in delegates
supportive of our needs. By doing so, we ensure that
those in our courts, on our school boards, city councils,
county commissions, and an array of instrumental posi-
tions, truly and sincerely represent us.

Founded in 1992 by the New York Lesbian and Gay
Community Center, Promote the Vote (PtV) has become
the largest LGBTI voter registration program in New
York and one of the largest in the United States. Since its
inception, PtV has registered over 41,000 voters, collect-
ed 16,000 pledges to vote from those already registered,
and reached 64,000 voters via phone banks and 750,000
voters through the mail.

By participating in PtV, The Pride Center hopes to mobi-
lize New Jersey’s vote for upcoming November legislative
elections and the Presidential election in 2004. If you are
not already registered, registration forms are now avail-
able at The Pride Center. The final date to register in order
to participate in November 2003 elections is October 6.

To conduct other voter mobilization activities in New
Jersey and have a larger impact, we need volunteers for
this important project. To get involved, please call PCN]J
Executive Director, Ellen Gilio, or email her at
pcnjexecdir@aol.com.
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Volunteer Spotlight

Getting to know Arthur Merchant, Groups Coordinator of PCN]

5
i

o

“I have gotten some valuable
experiences in the practice of
what corporate America calls

How long have you been with PCN]J?

I’ve volunteered at the Center since May of 1999, so [
just made four years straight—well, so to speak.

What do you do as Groups Coordinator?

I took over publishing the meeting calendar in the begin-
ning of 2000. I quickly discovered that in addition to hav-
ing fun tinkering around with Excel spreadsheets,  have a
responsibility to provide support for groups and their
facilitators during the various stages of their meetings.
This has included guiding facilitators in filling out the
meeting applications, publicizing their first meeting and
events, funneling prospective members to their meetings,
and brainstorming on ways to increase memberships.

What inspired you to become a volunteer?

Well, for the first four years of my coming out, I was very
reliant on the different support groups and pride events to
help get myself on an even keel emotionally and also find
my own identity now that I was honest about myself in
terms of being gay. This was in contrast to spending my
teens and most of my 20s trying to fool myself into believ-
ing that my true orientation was really the result of losing
my mother at a young age, confusion over my role in life,
fear of commitment, or a host of other flimsy reasons.
While I had briefly volunteered with the Hyacinth Foun-
dation in 1995, I hadn’t really felt capable of giving back
to the community, though I kept it in mind that at some
point it would be the next step in my personal growth.
Since I had started on 10 years of 12-step recovery, I had
made realistic New Year’s resolutions for myself. In 1995,

6 Pride Center News Summer 2003 -

networking.”

it was simply to come out of the closet and let my family
know that I am a gay man and in the case of my close
friends, confirm what they already knew. For the 1999
resolution, I decided I was ready to give back, and after
doing some volunteer work for GAAMC, including a
stint as Program Coordinator, I came to The Pride Center
and immediately started out as a shift volunteer.

As a PCN]J volunteer, what do you find most rewarding?

I have gotten some valuable experiences in the practice of
what corporate America calls networking. For myself, I
got the benefit of learning and kmowing the perspectives
of various segments of our community. Other rewarding
instances are being able to tell first-time visitors to the
Center that we do have a support/social group that meets
their needs. Also, many of our recent and long-term vol-
unteers have come to the Center first as attendees, so [ am
helping ensure an environment that benefits not only
those using the Center but the Center’s operations as well.

Tell us about you!

I live in Basking Ridge, NJ, and work at a very support-
ive telecommunications company as an Administrative
Assistant. I earn my keep at home by providing food and
shelter for my cats Slick and Spike. I also participate in a
GLBT bowling league, and take tae kwon do lessons for
physical activity. For the intellectual side of me, I enjoy
playing strategy games, researching and collecting popu-
lar music from all genres ranging from such artists as
R.E.M., Nina Simone, Barbra Streisand, the Moody
Blues, Metallica, and ABBA. I also enjoy writing fiction
and poetry.
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meelings & gronps

There is a

suggested $2
donation for
most meetings.
More if you can,

less if you can't.
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African Asian Latina Lesbians United

Discussions focusing on health, educational, political,
economical, social, and emotional issues.

Fourth Thursdays, 7:30Pm

BiZone

Open to all bisexual, bicurious, and bifriendly
people and their partners. For full schedule of events,
check website at www.bizone.org.

Planning meeting, first Wednesdays, 7:30pM

Center Women'’s Group
Social, support and organizing group for women.
Second & fourth Wednesdays, 7:30pPM

Central Jersey Lesbian Alliance

Arranges supportive and comfortable venues to social-
ize, providing information and resources regarding les-
bian events and issues. Also, volunteer activities.
Second Sundays, 12 noon

GALY

First, second & third Saturdays, 2pPm

Social support network of adult volunteers and young
people aged 16-21.

Game Night

An opportunity to bring your favorite game and meet
others in a fun environment.

Third Tuesdays, 7:30PM

Garden State Bears

Meets to provide support for, promote self-affirma-
tion of, and work for the general welfare of the bear
community and its admirers.

Third Thursdays, 7:30rPM

GRAANJ — Gender Rights Advocacy Association of NJ
An advocacy group committed to securing full civil
rights for transgender, intersex and people of
non-stereotypical gender identity and expression.
First Sundays, 1P™m.

HIV Testing

Call 732-235-7114 for an appointment.
Conducted at The Pride Center by UMDN] staff.
First & third Thursdays, 4:30-6:15PM

Lesbians & Gay Men of New Brunswick

Social, educational, rap, potlucks, for everyone.
Second & fourth Tuesdays, 8 M

E-mail: njrj@aol.com for more info.

Long Yang Club—New Jersey

For gay Asians and Pacific Islanders and their friends.
E-mail: newjersey@longyangclub.org for more info.
Second Saturdays, 7:30PM

Marriage Equality NJ

Seeks to secure the freedom and the right of same-sex
couples to enter into a legally recognized civil mar-
riage. Contact: marriageequalitynj2002@yahoo.com.
Also see: http://www.marriageequalityny.org/

Third Thursdays, 7:30pM. Will resume in September.

Metropolitan Community Church
Metropolitan Community Church—services Sunday
mornings, 10:30AM, choir practice Mondays, 8 PM

at the pride

center

Men’s Coming Out Group

A moderated discussion group for issues related
to coming out as gay or bisexual men.

E-mail: njwarrior@aol.com for more info.
Every Wednesday, 7:30rM

NJBiWomen

A moderated social/discussion group for issues related
to bisexuality and other interests.

First Tuesdays, 7:30—9PM

NJ Education Association—LGB Caucus

A group for New Jersey’s gay educators.

Meets one Friday per month during school year.
Check Pride Center Calendar.

Open Mic Night

Share your original music, poetry, or stories with a
warm, friendly, and very diverse audience. Everyone
is welcome—Tlisteners and sharers alike. Meets at the
George Street Playhouse in August.

Third Fridays, 8p™m.

OWLs— Older Wilder Lesbians

Group of mature lesbians who meet to socialize, plan
group outings, and have fun.

Third Fridays, 7:30rM

Republican Lesbians

Open to all declared and undeclared Republican
Lesbians. It is a safe space to share with others of like
mind and experience.

First Mondays, 7:30PM

SmokeOut
LGBTI support group for persons trying to quit
smoking. Call Center for current meeting times.

South Asian Lesbian & Gay Association (SALGA)

A group for South Asians to freely discuss their
experiences as glbt and glbt-questioning individuals.
Third Saturdays, 4:30PM

Strategy Game Group

Bring your favorite strategic game. Games planned
ahead of time. For time and location, e-mail
strangertfiction@yahoo.com or leave a message at
Center for Arthur, Groups Coordinator.

Once per month, varying Saturdays, 2PM

Under the Rainbow

Discussion/social group for the 18 to 25 year-old gay
and lesbian population.

Second & Fourth Wednesdays, 7pm

Unemployment Support and Job Search Team

A space where out of work LGBT members can
receive and give support. Emotional support, job
searching and networking.

Second and Fourth Thursdays, 2—4PM

Women’s AA Meeting
Big Book meeting, every Friday 7:30rM

Women'’s Coffee House
First Saturdays, 7:30PM. Resumes in September




Center Spotlight &&’

Out of the Box

Since November 2002, Out of the Box’s (OOTB’s) Pan-
dora Scooter and Stephen Jones have dedicated their
vivacious energies to hosting open-mic night, a monthly
gathering of performers and listeners. Successful and
growing, OOTB offers folks of all walks ’n’ talks a place
to self-express, share poetry, music, dance, comedy,
rants, and stories. As Stephen proclaimed, “We welcome
all work—original and borrowed —everything and any-
thing people want to share.”

The paths of Pandora and Stephen crossed eight months
ago, shortly after Dennis McGrath hosted the “1st Tren-
ton Queer Poetry Slam.” Pandora, who was already a
thriving open-mic performer, wanted a change from
chanting her “I'm a DYKE DYKE DYKE!!!” poem in
local Barnes and Nobles open-mic nights. “I noticed there
were gay and lesbian writers who didn’t share their explic-
itly gay/lesbian writings in these venues, which made me
realize that there needed to be a space that’s absolutely gay
embracing to queer artists and audiences” she said. With
the help of Anne Volz and Ellen Gilio, Pandora met
Stephen, a singer with a beautiful voice who has felt
inspired to perform since his debut as Peter Pan (green
tights and all) when he was 10. As it turned out, Stephen
had begun launching an open-to-all performance night at
PCNJ to depart from restrictive open mics that only per-
mitted poetry or music. Together, the ingenious pair estab-
lished the Out of the Box open-mic night—an intimate,
fun, and friendly place that welcomes all sorts of perform-
ers and audiences, especially the GBLTIQ community.

The fruits of their labor are the smiles, smiles, smiles.
“When people come up to me afterwards to tell me they
are going home to write,” reminisced Pandora, “or that
they loved the evening and will return next time, I feel
we’ve been successful.” The pair value, most significant-
ly, watching people share their work with a mesmerized
audience (usually 30-40 folks) that radiates love and
respect for anyone who gets up on the mic.

Specifically, Pandora expressed, “I think our world

right now is too fast, too furious, and too hyped up. I
hunger for a relatively low-tech space in which to con-
nect with other people. Meet folks of like and dislike
minds. Talk. Learn. Breathe. This may sound pretty
crunchy-granola, but I think it’s necessary in this world.
To be frank, ’'m afraid for our abilities and rights to
speak up and speak our minds, so the more places that
encourage people to do so, the better.”

With such vigor and inspiration, what to-be group
leader wouldn’t want to seek advice from this successful
team? “Be open-minded about everything, flexible to
fault, and determined,” asserted Stephen. In addition,
“you have to be succinct,” cautioned Pandora, who had
been taken off guard when she learned that some people
did not know what an “open-mic event” was. “Oh,
don’t be afraid to take charge” she added.

For those of you who haven’t yet made it out to
OOTB, here’s how it works. Every 3rd Friday of the
month, folks start to show up about 15 minutes before
8pM, savoring the free healthy and not-so-healthy snacks
provided. Those who want to share some original or
cover work (songs, poems, music, dance, comedy, etc.)
sign up on the open-mic list. To break the ice, Pandora
usually presents a new poem she’s been working on, then
introduces the folks from the open-mic list who come up
individually and share whatever they brought to share.
The open-micers continue to take the stage until about
8:45PM, when the spotlight shines on the featured per-
former—usually a more established artist. A short inter-
mission follows the feature to give the rest of the night to
remaining artists on the list. The evening ends between
10 and 10:30PM, with new friends, old buddies, and
mint talents discovered. In August, OOTB will take
place at the George Street Playhouse, 9 Livingston
Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ.

For more information on Out of the Box open mic
night, contact Pandora Scooter (pandorascooter@
aol.com) or Stephen Jones (taxi-boy@juno.com).
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Preferred Propersies, (i
K22 Roawitan dvenue
Flaghdamd Park, M (8053
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Fax: TAT 985, 5278
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ROBIN T. WERNIR, ENO.

A

wranata, Wernik & Zaccardi
Allsameys al Law
211 Men Streed + PO, Boy 339
Malaaun. feew lersey OTMT
(7521 543-3626 = Fax (7312 AR3-E0W)

KEVIN P. SUSKO, PC
Certified Public Accountant

—TAX PLANNING & PREPARATION
—FINANCIAL PLANNING
—ACCOUNTING SERVICES

—DAY & EVENING APPOINTMENTS
—OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & NYC

Phone: 973-376-4121
P.O. Box 701
Short Hills, NJ 07078

E-Mail: KPSCPA@AOL.com

OPAL

OB/GYN PRACTICE FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES

A medical practice offering comprehensive
OB/GYN services for leshian and bisexual women.

Lisa Pompeo, MD

Doctors Office Center (DOC)
90 Bergen Street, Suite 4600
Newark, New Jersey 07103

Appointments may be arranged
by calling 973-972-2700

or e-mail questions to: opal@umdnj.edu
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Monroe Medical Associates

De. Raul Valcarcel
Dt Evelyn E. Enecio

e Specialize in your health

At Monroe Medical our Experienced
Trained, Caring Physicians and Seaff
Provide Convenient Healthcare

* [niermist - Adules 17 wears & aldes
* Same day appotntments
* Early morning 8¢ evenitg hours available
* Routine Physicals
N BT ng ]'l,ln:rinr.'li:snr.ll EEG - GYT
* Dirug Sercening - Laboratory Testing

Most Insurance Plans .l‘!'J.'.'_'L'!:]Jl'fEl
Se Habla Espafiol
609-918-0330

085 Avan Drive |_r'.m.re. 53
East Windsoc

ek el com\ el Valarorl
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Serving the Mental Health Needs of the
Community Since 1985

Complete Range of Confidential Services by
Licensed Professionals

Most Insurance, Managed Care
& HMO Plans are Accepted

Sliding Scale Available

Bunker Hill Consultation Center
7 Three Acre Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540
(800) 440-BHCC
(800) 440-2422

www.bunkerhillcc.com




Guest Editorial
Reality Bites

by Lisa Bennett

I have an idea for a new reality show. Call it “Not Married
by America,”and watch what happens when same-sex
couples face everyday family challenges, like, say, birth,
accidents, and death. It may not be quite as funny as Fox’s
new “Married by America,” where Americans get to vote
on who should marry whom. But it might be refreshing to
see a reality show about something, well, real.

Here’s episode one. Susan and Mary, a happy couple in
their 20s, are entertaining their parents at their home in
Florida. As they sit down to dinner, Susan announces,
“I’'m pregnant!” Smiles and tears appear on every face.
Then Mary drops the bombshell. “But we have to move
to Pennsylvania.” Cut to commercial. Pennsylvania, the
women later explain, is the nearest state that will guar-
antee same-sex couples access to second-parent adop-
tion, or the right of both to be legal parents of the child
they will raise together.

Episode two. Joe and Brandon, a 40-something couple,
are driving to the supermarket one morning when they
pull over to help a stranded motorist on the side of the
highway. A passing car hits Joe and he’s rushed to the hos-
pital. Although Joe and Brandon have been together for
14 years, the hospital won’t let Brandon visit Joe, let
alone make medical decisions on his behalf. Hospital offi-
cials say he is not considered “family.” Instead, they tele-
phone Joe’s parents, to whom he hasn’t spoken in years.

Laughing yet? Wait. Here comes episode three. It’s
morning, and Jonathan, age 3, is in his pajamas playing
with his mother, Kathy. After a few minutes, she kisses
him and says it’s time for her to go to work. “Have fun
with Mommy, sweetie,” she says, nodding toward her
partner, Sharon, who enters the room. “I’ll see you
tonight.” Foreboding music. Later that afternoon,
Kathy, who was born with a hole in her heart, has a fatal
heart attack. Her son and his stay-at-home mom are left
to fend for themselves, without the cushion of even
Social Security survivor benefits because Kathy was
denied the right to become Jonathan’s legal parent.

OK. Now here comes the fun part. At the end of each
episode, the American public can dial in to vote on what
might have been a more fair ending, which might be
something really surprising like equal rights under law.
Polls have shown, after all, that 71 percent of Americans
support hospital visitation rights for same-sex couples;
70 percent support employer-sponsored health insur-
ance; 68 percent support Social Security coverage; and
(note to network execs) 68 percent of high school seniors
support adoption rights.

Or we could avoid putting the country through this
whole saga and do something really radical and simply
grant all families equal rights under law—by ridding dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity from marriage and adoption laws and bringing
equity to retirement, Social Security and tax laws.

Until that day becomes a reality, gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender people can take steps to protect themselves
with some important legal documents, such as domestic
partner agreements, durable powers of attorney, hospital
visitation authorizations, last wills and testaments, living
wills, and, if appropriate, co-parenting agreements.

None of these documents will provide them with the
same rights and responsibilities that the strangers united
on “Married by America” will receive when they say, “I
do.” But it could help keep their stories from appearing
on “Not Married by America.”

Lisa Bennett runs the Human Rights Campaign Founda-
tion’s FamilyNet, the most comprebensive and up-to-
date resource on relationships, parenting, and home life
issues for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people
and their families. Visit HRC FamilyNet at www.hrc.
orglfamilynet.

Reprinted with permission of the Human Rights

Campaign’s FamilyNet project: www.brc.org/familynet
<http:/lwww.brc.org/familynet>
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Newsletter copy editor

The Pride Center depends on fundraising events and donations for its operating income. We’re a nonprofit 501(c)3 organiza-
tion, which means that your donations are tax deductible. Whatever you can afford to donate, your support and generosity are
greatly appreciated. Making an annual contribution in one of the following amounts will qualify you as a Member of
The Pride Center:

General ........ $35: Entitles member to four newsletter mailings annually and discounts at select special events.
Family .......... $50: General membership benefits for one household.
Silver ............$100: General membership benefits and one “Silver” admission discount to PCNJ membership brunch.

Gold.............. $250: General membership benefits, two “Gold” admission discounts to PCN]J membership brunch, listing as
donor in newsletter’s annual donor listing.

Platinum ...... $500: Gold membership benefits with donor’s name engraved on Center’s Platinum donor plaque.

Benefactor ....$1,000: Gold membership benefits, invitation to special Pride Center reception, and name engraved on
Benefactor donor plaque.

Special.......... $10: General membership benefits reserved for students, senior citizens, and those with limited
financial ability.

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Individual donations make YOUR Community Center possible.

Name Address

City State ZIP Phone

E-mail Address

Credit Card Type [ Visa [1 MasterCard [ Amex e Credit Card Number Exp. Date
Signature (] Contact me about volunteering my time or services

Donation: $10 ___ (Special) $35___ (General) $50 ___ (Family) $100___ (Silver) $250 ___ (Gold)

$500 ___ (Platinum) $1000 ___ (Benefactor) $ (other) Additional donation to Building Fund $
Suggested annual donation is $35. Donations of $500 or more appear on The Center plaque. Please make checks payable to:
[ Please do not send me any of The Pride Center of NJ, Inc. and send to P.0. Box 5130, New Brunswick, NJ 08903.
the membership benefits.
S, .




