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A GAY PIONEER DIES: Fighting for Freedom in
Philadelphia: Barbara Gittings, 1932-2007

Barbara Gittings passed away last month and beadusg re-
spect and gratitude for her I'd like to share toeysof this gay 7
rights pioneer, especially for those who have matrtd of her. The
following article is from the Huffington Post andasvwritten by ¥
Kevin Jennings, founder of GLSEN. It really givesight into
Barbara's life.

"I spoke yesterday at a memorial service for Balittings in Philadelphia. Many of you
may not recognize the name of this legendary attiwihich is too bad because, as he put
it in his remarks, my friend Matt Foreman (ExeceatDirector of NGLTF, the National
Gay & Lesbian Task Force) said of her contributidngat do we owe Barbara? Every-
thing."

Barbara's story is told in many places, includimg $undance Award-winning documen-
tary Out of the Past, on which | was a writer amadpicer. In short, Barbara was one of the
first organizers for leshian and gay rights in Arcaybeginning with her work with the
first-ever lesbian rights group, the Daughter ditBj in the late 1950s. Barbara would go
on to (among other things): edit the magaZihe Laddel(the first lesbian magazine in the
US); take part in the first picket for gay rightstside the White House in 1965 (and organ-

(Continued on page 3)

The last Newsletter began with an ominous many objectives, including:
front page story:
Updating computer systems
Fund Raising
Membership Drive
Marketing
Staffing all shifts

We are happy to report that many of you Improving programs

have answered our call for help. Members
of our community from all walks of life,

age group, and level of experience re-
sponded enthusiastically.

You will see new articles and other subject
matter in this Newsletter reflecting more
community involvement. As you read
through this issue, please give some

Progress is already being made toward  thought to how you can help.




“Isn’t It a building or something?”
“I've heard the name before, | think.”
“Didn’t they have problems?”

“Are they still around?”

“What do they do?”

Yes, we are still here and this is what the Pridat€r
of New Jersey is all about.

The Center is an organization run by a small grafup
dedicated individuals. Our purpose, since day bas,
been to raise money to buy a building. Why? ¢ th
each and every gay, lesbian, bisexual, and tranrsgen
dered individual in New Jersey will have one cdntra
place to meet and gather — a safe place. Our place!

viduals on The Pride Center of New Jersey’s mailing
list. Of these 900, less than 10% are membersasel
help change this statistic.

There are several ways in which we raise money for
our building fund. We have: Dances, picnics, discu

sion groups, and meetings of all sorts. Thereeaents

every week at the center.

Becoming a member of The Pride Center of New Jer-
sey will help all of us to achieve our common goal.
Please join us at a meeting, party, picnic, moigétn
or volunteer meeting. Become a member and leit's jo
together as a community — in pride and solidarity.

The membership form is on the back cover of this

Yes, we have had our ups and downs. But now we araewsletter. Annual membership fees are about the

stronger and more focused than ever. We have open
dialog with many of our community organizations.e W

same cost as a tank of gas. That money would rlake
the difference in the world to keeping the centaict

have new board members and new volunteers. But wéoning.

need more of you to help us. There are over 990 in

$!

I"## :Fox Searchlight 2007 color 107 mins. Com
edy/Drama Keri Russell, Jeremy Siston, Nathandilli
Ceryl Hines, Andy Griffith and Adreinne Shelleyrsta
Written and Directed by Adreinne Shelley Rated F3G
for sexuality, language and violence.

It's a very sad thing that writer/director AdreirtBleel-
ley passed away before she could see the succiss ¢
film Waitress. It tells the bittersweet tale of dan
played infectiously by Keri Russell in the yealgdest
breakout performance. She's unhappily married and
unfortunately pregnant. She's a whiz at pie making,
lovingly optimistic and works at the town pie shop/
diner. Her husband is physically and emotionally-ab
sive and is childishly annoying. He treats her vdit
respect and lack of appreciation. She moves froyn da
to day with meager expectations, saving small atsoyn
of money so that when she has enough she can run
away. She than meets the hunky new town doctor,
played by Serenity/Firefly stud Nathan Fillion, aamd
affair begins. As the film moves along there arstab
cles and typical plot contrivances approached with
bittersweet nature. The outcome is wholly maturg a
surprisingly unpredictable. This film has a whale df
heart and had Shelley still been around to sdeeit s
would be glad to know that she made a film thatatou
honestly brighten up anyone's day and inspire tttem
be a better person.
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Summertime... The season of travel...

If you are a frequent traveler, the last thing yaight

qwant to do with your time off is travel. It's sotimaes

nice to just stay home and catch up on all thofiedt
household projects that have been waiting. Thainag
maybe a weekend getaway isn’'t such a bad idea!

| recently had the opportunity to spend a nigtann
unusual place while en route to a business engageme
In searching the Internet for somewhere to stopafor
night, | came across Camp Mars, a gay campground in
Venus, Florida. Venus is right outside the Evadegls
and less than 2 hours from Fort Meyers.

The campground is very clean and the people thmit ru
are extremely friendly. There is a decent size in-
ground swimming pool with a deck as well as a recre
tion center where movies are shown and meals can be
prepared in a community kitchen. There are varying
types of accommodations ranging from tent sitegrto
conditioned mobile homes. People who camp live lif
differently. They are hospitable and friendly, rimakit
easy to enjoy their community away from home.

If you're planning a trip to Mars, keep in mindsiih
central Florida — pretty hot in the summer. Weeleend
are typically a better time to go. Check the wigh for
their event schedule: www.campmars.com



(Continued from page 1)

ize similar marches outside Independence Hall dah
4 in Philadelphia, years before the 1969 StoneRiait
which people erroneously dub the "start" of the dglgts
movement); organize what is now the LGBT Roundtable
of the American Library Association to make surtifa
generations would have accurate information abaut g
people as she could not find it in her own librards a
college student; play a pivotal role in getting Amaeri-
can Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality
from its list of mental illnesses in 1973; and seon the
founding boards of NGLTF and the Delaware Valley
Legacy Fund, a charity which supports LGBT orgargzi
in her native region. And that's just a partid. lis

It's hard to understand how much we owe to counageo
pioneers of the LGBT movement like Barbara Gittings
because the world in which they lived was so déffer

than that which we inhabit today. For example shilen
friend of mine | had breakfast with yesterday wadrtte
know more about Barbara and why | got choked uprwhe
talking about her. "For one thing," | replied, "died the
courage to go on TV in 1970, use her real namepand
wear a bag over her head." My friend laughed aid] sa
"Bag over her head???" | then had to explain tefgre

Barbara, if a gay person dared to go on televistoey
usually wore a mask or a bag over their head as-exp
sure as being gay as deemed to basically be camder
social suicide. My friend -- an out senior execeitat a
major television network -- looked at me in disbéli

That's how different the world was before Barbagot
a startling reminder of that today when a slide was
shown of Barbara speaking at the American Psydtiatr
Association convention in 1972, seated next toJBck
Fryer, as gay psychiatrist she persuaded to spealeih
Dr. Fryer was so terrified about the consequenocekif
career that he wore a wig and a mask and usecda-voi
altering microphone. Today, the APA has an award
named for Dr. Fryer that is given annually to someo
who has done outstanding work in promoting under-
standing of LGBT issues in psychiatry. Fittinglget
first winner was Barbara Gittings, who acceptad her
last public appearance in December 2006.

Barbara is survived by her partner of 47 years, Kay
husen. Opponents of marriage equality for same sex
couples should be shamed into silence and repenttnc
the example set by Kay and Barbara, who found and
sustained a love for nearly five decades (unticean

(Continued on page 11)
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Are you happy with the number of

Socialsand theMen's Movie

&

couples? Are there any Gay Dads or

Nights More and more the Pride CenGay Mothers that want to meet other
ter is able to offer non-bar events for Gay Dads or Gay Mothers? Are there
men. Some men go to the bar when any Seniors that want to meet other
Seniors? Any boomers? Well, you
et it. E Mail me at
njwarrior@aol.conif you want to be
hooked up with other people with
imilar interests. Right now we need
eaders to start groups, host events,
offer a new Pride Center service, run a
fund raiser. What would you like to

friends you have? Do you always
have people to do things with when
you want to do things? Are there
enough people in your life? Have youthe Pride Center events are over.
created the social and support network.l.he same social life can be duplicate
you've always wanted? Is your Holi-

day Card list at least s | in the women's community, among
ay ar, Jistatieast as long as your special interest groups like Theater
parents’ list was? And would you

. 7 Enthusiasts, Bakers, Gardeners, Scr
enjoy the people you could invite for a

. ble Players, Bikers, Swimmers,
dinner party? Would there be enough Dramatist, etc. Each of these groups
people? All you need is a few good

i ; i . can be for fun or combined with com-
people in your life, but a bigger social

: : o : do?
T munity service. Joining forces with
network never hurt anyone! (did it?) others to create something, to com-

plete a task, or to socialize together
will enhance your life.

The men in thdMen's Coming Out
Groupat The Pride Center have ex-
panded their social circle and support The Pride Center is always looking for

network to a greater degree than many ;
of them ever imagined. They found people who are looking to enhance

i their lives. What kind of people do
each other at The Pride Center a|'1d you want to meet? Are there any cou-
now they are your hosts for théen's

ples out there that want to meet other
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African Asian Latina Lesbians United

Discussions on health, educational, political, erical, social,
and emotional issues. Please e-mail inquiries tatneeting
schedule to tyaalu@aol.com

Monthly Men’s Social

Monthly social for men with light refreshments asmtertain-
ment. Opportunity for guys to meet , socialize aatlvork in a
setting that isn’t a bar or religious in nature.

Meets 4th Saturday 7pm at The Center.

Game Night
An opportunity to bring your favorite game and metters in a
fun environment. Third Tuesdays, 7:30PM

Lesbians and Bi Women in Heterosexual Marriages
Offers group members the necessary support andiegement
to remain in or change their present situationsirdflWednes-
days, 7:30PM

Lesbians & Gay Men of New Brunswick

Social, educational, rap, potlucks, for everyokemail
njri@aol.com for more information. Second & foufthesdays,
8PM

Long Yang Club — New Jersey
For gay Asians and Pacific Islanders and theinftgee E-mail
newjersey@longyangclub.org for more information.

Men’s Coming Out Group

A moderated discussion group for issues relatembimoing out as
gay or bisexual men. E-mail njwarrior@aol.comuore infor-
mation. Every Wednesday, 7:30PM

Women’s Coming Out/Peer Support Group
Social discussion & support group sometimes folldwg dinner.
Thursdays 8pm-10pm.

Men’s Movie Social
2nd Saturday at 7pm. Gay feature shown on stateecdrt DVD
projector. Popcorn, drinks, refreshments included.

CJLA/Women’s Religion & Spirituality Group

Brings women together to discuss religion and smility in a
space made safe and sacred by the participant@néopics
covered and planned events are: Spiritual workshugdditations;
short retreats; book/article discussion; religisaprices/spiritual
gatherings. Meets one Saturday per month. Chelikeocalen-
dar for schedule.

Together We Can
General mental health support group for personsndeaith
emotional, mental, and addictive problems. TuesdaB0OPM
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NJ Education Association — LGB Caucus

A group for New Jersey’s gay educators. Meetskaiday per
month during the school year. Call or check PGi&bsite to
confirm meeting date and time.

Overeater's Anonymous

A program of recovery for compulsive overeateragshe 12
Steps and 12 Traditions. The only requirement femiership
is a desire to stop eating compulsively, there bélla GLBT
special focus. Mondays 7:30PM

Out of the Box!

Share your original music, poetry, or stories withrm,
friendly, and very diverse audience. Everyoneéfcame —
listeners and sharers alike. Third Fridays, 8PM

Orthodykes

Helping women who are traditional Jews and lestiésexual
or transgender live at peace with those two aspdaétientity.
First Sundays, 7:30-9:00PM

OWLs — Older Wilder Lesbhians
Group of mature lesbians who meet to socialize) glaup
outings, and have fun. Third Fridays, 7:30PM

Strategy Game Group
Second and fourth Saturdays a month at 2PM at R&read,
Parsonage Rd. and Rt. 1, Edison.

New Jersey Furs

Social group that meets in a safe space to disdaas. A pub-
lic community, anyone is welcome to inquire or jolDiscus-
sion might be focused on sci-fi. Second and foGdturdays
at 2pm.

Polyamory Support Group
Open, supportive, and confidential environmentiscuks all
aspects of polyamorous relationships. 2nd Tuesdaygpm.

Youth Drop In
Drop-in day for LGBTIQQ youth and their allies fgouth 17
and under. Second, third & fourth Saturdays, 1-4PM

Under the Rainbow

A discussion and social group for young GLBTIQ deppges
18-25. Discussions about everything from comingtouela-
tionships. Meets second and fourth WednesdaysSaPm.
Call the Pride Center at 732-846-2232 for moreitieta

Metropolitan Community Church
Services Sunday mornings, 10:30AM. Choir pradiiom-
days, 8PM
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Sixth Annual Picnic!

Saturday, September 29, 2007, Noon to 6PM|at

Veteran's Park, Roosevelt Ave.
Cost...

$15 Members / $22 Non Members

To become a member and get discounts on this
and future events go to
http://pridecenter.org/getinvolved/signup.shtm

Children under 5 are free! 6 — 12 year olds onl2$1

Please make check payable to PCNJ and mail to:

The Pride Center of NJ
Gay Masquerade Party Fride Senter
July 27, 2007 Whiting, New Jersey 08759
8 till Midnight — $95/person Att: Laura F.
Jumpmg Brook Country Club Details... Barbecue includes hot dogs, hamburgers,
Neptune, NJ sausage and peppers, salads, and dessert tatediBtks
Send name, address & 50% deposit to: and water. Games for everyone!
Ny A Divine Affair . .
v@//&\j PO Box 223 Contact...Please contact Laura with any questions at
Sfi(/ Brick, NJ 08723 festivegal@aol.com

Call 732-458-1625 for info
T ITITIATIT I IATITIE
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Benefiting The Pride Center of Ne E'V
Jersey pald
Oct 20, 2007
at the Brunswick Zone Carolier i} -
790 US hwy RT1 North Brunswick, NJ Jersey City Pride
08902 Saturday, August 25
Lunch at Fiddleheads afterwards: 3 Downtown Jersey City
27E Railroad Ave
Bring in $125.00 in sponsorships and lunch, bowI s Sunday, September 16 1-6pm

. . 0,

& shoe rental will be paid for! A fun way to lenct 3ty
L

your support! N
Fedig
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Mill Hill Park, Trenton
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Robin T. Wernik
Attorney At Law

34 Village Court

Hazlet, NJ 07730
Phone: (732) 888-333

Robin T. Wenick, P.C. Fax: (732) 888-334]
Law Offices

N

N

(0]

NJ Lic. No. PC01910 732-545-2
David Rogoff
Psychotherapy

Anxiety — Grief & Loss — Depression
Trauma Recovery — Health Crisis

24 North Third Avenue, Suite 202

844

(732) 422-9400

20 Shawnee Drive, Suite B
Watchung, New Jersey 07069

Phone:908-753-2079 FAX: 908-755-33

86
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Leslie A. Farber
Attorney at Law

LGBTI Community Needs

« Domestic Partnership ¢ Estate Planning

Personal Injury Municipal Court Real Estate Closings
$ Auto Accidents  $ Traffic tickets

$ Fall Downs $ Drunk driving Employment Law

$ Workers Comp

460 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite 400 « Montclair, N\F042
E-mail: LFarber@LFarberLaw.com « www.LFarberLaw.c

Phone: 973.233.1113

*

Gay Wedding Exp

"

August 12, 2007 ¢
12-5pm
Clinton Inn Hotel
145 Dean Drive
Tenafly, NJ 07670
201.871.3200

Residential Specialists

(201) 434-5309
(888) 942-7812

Sister Spice Caterers
Catering, Baking & Ice Cream Making
Fabulous food for your event...

Deb Hough & Lois Mizdal

Brick, NJ 08724

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
732-836-0201—Telephone
732-836-1195—FAX
Sisterspicefood@aol.com
Catering for 2 to 100







* in men over age fifty. In addition, analysis otalifor-
- .09 nia cancer registry reported that while melanomanis
common in African-Americans, Latinos, and Asians, i

) ~is most deadly for these populations becausenitoie
With the summer months upon us, beaches, pooI-S|des|ike|y to develop undetected.

and lawns will be packed with people looking tolsoa ] - ] ]
the sun. While a healthy summer glow is oftenrdesi With more than one million skin cancers diagnosed a

able, it is important to recognize the dangerof t nually, it is alarming that tanning beds continadave
much sun exposure. May was Skin Cancer Detection SUch popularity, particularly among teenagerss fiot a
and Prevention Month, providing awareness of atoall S&fer option than tanning outside, as exposurartoing
common threat. The most common form of cancer in P€ds before age thirty-five actually increases iz
the U.S., skin cancer can also potentially be deatlis risk by seventy-five percent. Ultraviolet radiatis a

essential to take precautions while being exposedee ~ Proven human carcinogen according to the U.S. Depar
sun. ment of Health and Human Services, and tanning beds

- ) ) ) expose your skin to fifteen times as much UV radrat
The top of the skin's three layers is the epidermisich  than sunlight. It is much safer to use self-tasriethe
consists of three layers itself. Basal cells, souas forms of lotions and bronzers, and of course always

cells and melanocytes are all presentin the episer  member to put on sun-tan lotion before going oetsid
and serve as the developing point for skin cancéhe the sun.

most common form of skin cancers are nonmelanomas o o ]
which usually develop from basal and squamous cell !N the course of a lifetime, one in five Americamsl
cancers. These are less worrisome than melanceras bOne in three Caucasians will be diagnosed with saim

cause they rarely spread to other parts of the body €€ Risk factors for skin cancer include ligrgkin
color, family history of skin cancer, history ofrdaurns

Melanoma is almost always curable in early stalge,  early in life, blue or green eyes, and blond orhed. A
it is far more serious than nonmelanomas becausie of  melanoma can start small but within months forms a
likelihood to spread elsewhere in the body. Ithedn |5rge dark ridge on the skin of the face, backxremi-
appears on the trunk of fair-skinned men and thefo s, \with more than ninety percent of all skimoers
legs of fair-skinned women. According to the Naib  caysed by sun exposure, it is vital to take thessary

They also report that ahead of prostate, lung at@hc 4 Jife to enjoy with your family and friends thugh
cancer, skin cancer is the number one cancer diagno many summers.
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| look forward to this day every year. It is a dalyen | be inoculated from having erroneous perceptionseof
can march through the streets proudly proclaiminge  ple who identify with the LGBT community. Some of
part of the LGBT community. The clouds were thraate the most hateful things come from INSIDE the commu-
ing, but the rain held off until we were close tiné nity.

with the parade. | did my usual frantic searchtifar

Pride parade racing through the streets of Asbark.P
One woman at the festival pointed in a directiod an
said, “Follow the road blocks.” I'm directionallyhal-
lenged, so | went down route 71 for a bit untiéhrem-
bered that the parade always turns down Grand Aaenu
so | dashed down that road. There were a few réce p
ple in the North Jersey PFLAG organization whanhet
march with them. We marched through the streets of
Asbury Park in comfortably cool weather. It wa®a-f
tive day with beach balls being tossed back antth for
What | found to be super encouraging was that there
were children in the sidelines with their parentether
adults in their lives. | think it's great that theybeing
taught a message of love and acceptance. Mayb# they (Continued on page 11)

I know a transgendered individual who said, “I hate
cross-dressers. They make us look bad.” Come on. A
friend mentioned that she told someone in graduate
school that she is bisexual and this woman’s respon
was “It's not a real orientation. It's just an eseuo be
slutty and indiscriminate.” And that person wase&jue
This same friend and | went to a dance in an eféort
meet women and this one woman approached us and we
began talking with her. When we told her we were bi
sexual, her response was that bisexuals are proousc
Are we in high school? | thought we left clique$imal.
Fine. We'll all go fight our fights in different aaps. So
what do you do if you're transgendered and gay?tWha
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| should not plant myself firmly in one spot
For the wind will sometimes carry you
To more fertile soll

If you don't give yourself a chance to experiment
With all that life has to offer
Settling instead for a safe boring path

5 s © 6789

You are happening to me

The knowledge of your being excites me
| know you are there for me

Although you may not be aware of it

We will be together, | know

You will always wonder what could have been If only for a brief time

Because it is meant to be

| cannot fight the feeling

It is too strong for me to control
| tingle with anticipation

Feel it as | do!

Nomads saw more places than settlers
Birds cover more ground than snails
Each has their function

But | prefer to be like a bird

Though | do not think birds
Contemplate their freedom

Any more than snails

Lament their earthbound limitations

Animals exist to perform their function
Whatever it may be and do not question it
Humans may be one of the only animals
To ponder the reason for their being

Whereas animals simply exist

And take delight in work and play

Rest when tired, move when energized

Only humans conform bodies to rigid schedules

BUY ABRICK FOR OUR FUTURE HOME

Your Name, Firm or Organization will be engraved on either an
actual brick in the walkway to the building, or a w all in the en-
trance.

All funds will be held in an interest bearing esgraccount, to be used exclu-
sively for the purchase of a building, until suzhd as we have secured
enough funding for the project.
Please make all checks payable to The Pride
Please contribute $500 one time, or $45 each nfonthyear to fund the  Center, and write “Building Fund” in the memao.
project. Credit card payment is also accepted:
Each donor will receive one commemorative pin, tredchance to make a
difference in the future. Whether a youth dromémter or a senior social Credit Card: € Visa € MasterCard
club, your donation insures a community centemgmerations now and to € Amex
come.
Credit Card number:
Name

Address
City
State Zip
Phone number Exp. Date:

Signature:

. . . Mail to:  The Pride Center of New Jerse
What would you like engraved on your brick (please print clearly)? P.O. Box 5130 y

New Brunswick, NJ 08903




(Continued from page 3)
intervened) that -- when they met in 1960 -- truly

dared not speak its name. Today's LGBT people havye

a degree of freedom which, however tenuous and inf
complete it might still be, would have been uninmagi
able for Barbara's generation. But Barbara did imag
it and made it happen. We all owe this remarkable
woman an enormous debt for the freedoms she won|
for us and can only repay her by making sure the ne|
generation has all the freedoms -- including that t
marry -- that Barbara so richly deserved but ditl no
live to have. That would be an apt memorial to'er.

(Continued from page 9)

do you do if you're a lesbian-identified bisexu#l8

no wonder people are afraid to come out of theetlos
It's not the fear of violence. It's the fear of gidity.

In some cases, it seems that you can have motk-inte
gent discourse with your coat hangers than with peo
ple. We're turning on each other. We need commu-

nity. We already have enough people who fear us of
form opinions of us based on the hateful messages

they grow up with. We shouldn’t turn on each other.

We need to unite and stand up for our rights. Then,

when we enter a Pride Festival, we can have more to

LHS% &' ()*+)
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Please complete the information below and send yaitt membership payment



